India is the seventh largest producer of coffee in the globe and contributes 3.30 and 4.85% of world coffee production and export, respectively (Anonymous 2018a). In Assam, coffee cultivation covers an area of 1249 ha (Anonymous 2018b) and is confined in Chirang, Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao districts and bears potentiality for expansion to a great extent at least in the foot hill regions of Lower Brahmaputra Valley and Hill agro-climatic zones of the state. Among the hurdles of coffee cultivation in northeast India, weed management is one of the most critical ones. Of the most common weeds, Mikania micrantha H.B.K. is the highest troublesome species. And hence, a survey was undertaken with an aim to quantify the Mikania micrantha infestation in and around coffee growing areas of Karbi Anglong district of Assam covering an area of 355 km At each plantation area, a 1.0 ha plot was selected and abundance of M. micrantha was assessed from altogether 50 spots placing 1m x 1m quadrates randomly. The number of stalks of M. micrantha counted in each quadrate was considered as individual plants by following Puzari et al. (2010) . These numbers were assigned grades ( Table 1) to indicate a ranking on the basis of abundance of M. micrantha. This grading was based on Puzari et al. (2010) which in turn is a modified version of Shankaran and Pandalai (1999) as shown in (Table 1) . The data on severity of M. micrantha in coffee and other plantations of Karbi Anglong district of Assa m (Table 2) showed that M. mic rantha infestation was negligible to low in 60% coffee plantations, which experienced at least two rounds of manua l weeding. In the remaining 40% plantations where only one manual weeding or no weeding was done M. micrantha infestation was moderate to high. 
Intensity of Mikania micrantha in coffee and other plantations of Karbi Anglong district, Assam
As many as 19 different crops in and around coffee estates in the Karbi Anglong district of Assam have been surveyed to know the status of M. micrantha as the Mikania-stands of neighbouring areas are the sources of seeds for infestation in coffee plantations. It is seen that, in open forest (tree canopy density less than 40%), the degree of infestation of the weed was quite high. M. micrantha grows best in habitats having good light conditions combined with vertical supporting structures, such as trees and shrubs. High infestation of the weed was also notices in young rubber and teak plantations. The plantations with high magnitude of infestation of M. micrantha adjacent to the coffee plantations ( Table 3) were because of ill management practices and were the major sources of seeds for repeated migration of the weed in coffee plantations. The average dry weight of M. micrantha in high graded plantation crops varied from 6.24 g/m 2 to the extent of 12.79 g/m 2 in the low elevation hilly tracts of Assam. Among the five coffee estates of the district, the highest infestation of M. micrantha was observed in Dilai coffee estate followed by Babu-Tisso estate and both the estates were surrounded by open forests as a good seed source of the weed.
From the study conducted in coffee estates and their neighbouring other plantations in Karbi Anglong district, it was concluded that (i) unless adoption of management practices, Mikania infestation might become severe in plantation crops, (ii) the crop designing to maintain closer canopy coverage is one of the good practices to get rid of this notorious invasive weed and (iii) the ill managed plantation crops, which were quite high in number, were the major sources of M. micrantha seeds for repeated migration of the weed to the coffee estates of Karbi Anglong.
